
Guideline for Obtaining a Research Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) License for Controlled Drugs 
All ASU Principal Investigators who possess controlled substances for animal‐based teaching or research 
must obtain and maintain their own Research DEA license.  The license is free and relatively easy to 
apply for.  To aid in the process, we have created tutorials for both obtaining your original license and 
for renewing an existing license (which must be done on an annual basis). 
 
Applying for a Research DEA License: 
 
Original Application ‐ To obtain a new DEA license for research purposes, log on to the DEA website at 
https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov and click on “New Applications.” Once 
redirected, see the pages below for step‐by‐step instructions for completing this online application.  
The application takes about 15 minutes to complete, but it can take 6 weeks to obtain the license so 
plan ahead. If you require additional assistance during the application process, you may contact the DEA 
office in Phoenix directly (602‐605-6547) or DACT (Dr. Dale DeNardo, denardo@asu.edu, 480‐965‐3325).  
 
 
Application Renewal – The DEA license needs to be renewed annually. Use the same DEA website 
address (https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov), but select “Renewal Applications” instead.   Then, scroll 
past the tutorial below on “Applying for a New DEA License” and follow the step-by-step tutorial for 
“Renewing a DEA License”.   

https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/
https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/


Applying for a New DEA License 

Select “New Application”. 

 

  



Select “Researcher”. 

 

  



After selecting “Researcher”, a “Please Select” box will appear.  Within that box, select “RESEARCHER (II-

V) ($244 / 1 yrs)”.  Even with this selection, you will be exempt from paying.  Click “Begin”. 

 



Complete this entire page; then click “Next ->”. 

 

 

Enter your social security number and check the fee exemption box. Then click “Next ->”.

 

  



Fill in the information exactly as shown in the picture. Then click “Next ->”. 

 

 

  



Select the drug schedules that you will be using. Schedules of frequently used include: 
drug schedule 

buprenorphine III narcotic 

diazepam IV non-narcotic 

euthanasia solution III non-narcotic  

Fatal-Plus II non-narcotic 

hydromorphone II narcotic 

ketamine III non-narcotic 

methohexital (Brevital) IV non-narcotic 

oxymorphone II narcotic 

tramadol IV narcotic 
Find all drug schedules at: https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/schedules/orangebook/c_cs_alpha.pdf  

 
 
Also, if you use schedule I or II drugs, check the box to receive the needed order forms. Click “Next ->”. 

 
Skip this page, and simply select “Next ->”. 

 
 

Answer these questions; then click on “Next ->”. 

https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/schedules/orangebook/c_cs_alpha.pdf


 
 
 
 
 
Typically, you can skip this section and simply click on “Next ->”. 
 

 

  



Review, e-sign, and submit. 

 
 

Print your receipt and exit.  You’re done! 

  



Renewing a DEA License 
 
Click on “Renewal Application”. 

 

 

Enter the requested information, which can be found on your current license.

 



Your social security number should self-populate, so simply check the fee exemption box. 

 
 
 
 
Fill in the information exactly as shown in the picture. Then click “Next ->”. 

 

  



Select the drug schedules that you will be using. Schedules of frequently used include: 
drug schedule 

buprenorphine III narcotic 

diazepam IV non-narcotic 

euthanasia solution III non-narcotic  

Fatal-Plus II non-narcotic 

hydromorphone II narcotic 

ketamine III non-narcotic 

methohexital (Brevital) IV non-narcotic 

oxymorphone II narcotic 

tramadol IV narcotic 
Find all drug schedules at: https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/schedules/orangebook/c_cs_alpha.pdf  

 
 
Also, if you use schedule I or II drugs, check the box if you need more order forms. 

 
 
 
 
Skip this page, and simply select “Next ->”. 

 

https://www.deadiversion.usdoj.gov/schedules/orangebook/c_cs_alpha.pdf


Answer these questions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Typically you can skip this section. 

 
  



Review, e-sign, and submit. 

 
 
 
Print your receipt and exit.  You’re done! 

 
 


